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UNITED STATES. 

EXECUTIVE ORDER. 

Placing quarantine in the Philippines under the Marine- Hospital Service. 

[Circular No. 35.] 

War Department, 
Washington, D. C, January 4, 1900. 

The following order of the President, relative to quarantine regula- 
tions for ports in the Philippine Islands, is hereby published for the 
information and guidance of all concerned : 

Executive Mansion, 
Washington, D. C, Januarys, 1900. 

To prevent the introduction of epidemic disease, it is ordered that the provisions of 
the act of Congress approved February 15, 1893, entitled " An act granting additional 
quarantine powers and imposing additional duties upon the Marine-Hospital Service," 
and all rules and regulations heretofore or hereafter prescribed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury under that act are to be given full force and effect in the Philippine Islands, 
in so far as they are applicable, and the following additional rules and regulations are 
hereby promulgated : 

The examination in ports of the Philippine Islands of incoming and outgoing vessels 
and the necessary surveillance over their sanitary condition as well as of cargo, passen- 
gers, crew, and of all personal effects, is vested in and will be conducted by the 
Marine-Hospital Service, and medical officers of that Service will be detailed by the 
Secretary of the Treasury as quarantine officers at the ports of Manila and Iloilo imme- 
diately, and at other ports in the Philippine Islands as soon as practicable or necessary. 

Quarantine officers shall have authority over incoming vessels, their wharfage and 
anchorage, in so far as is necessary for the proper enforcement of the quarantine regu- 
lations, including vessels of the army transport service and noncombatant vessels of 
the navy. 

Collectors of customs at ports of entry will not permit entry without quarantine 
certificates. 

Any vessel leaving any port in the Philippine Islands for any port in the United 
States, or its dependencies, shall obtain a bill of health from the quarantine officer, 
when such officer is on duty; said bill of health to correspond to the consular bill of 
health now required by Treasury regulations ; and the bill of health shall not be given 
to an outgoing vessel unless all quarantine regulations have been complied with. At 
ports where no medical officer is detailed the bills of health will be signed by the col- 
lector of customs or other officer to whom such duty has been legally delegated. Special 
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regulations relating to the bills of health to be obtained by vessels of the United States 
Navy will be promulgated by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

The medical officer detailed under this order as quarantine officer at the port of Manila 
shall be the chief quarantine officer for the Philippine Islands. It shall be his duty to 
make appointments and removals from the Service in the Philippines (subject to the 
approval of the Secretary of the Treasury), and shall authorize necessary expenditures, 
under such regulations as the Secretary of the Treasury may prescribe. 

The regulations for the government of the Marine-Hospital Service shall, so far as 
practicable, have force and effect in the management of the quarantine service in the 
Philippine Islands. 

The expenses of the quarantine service will be charged against the revenues of the 
islands, and a sum not to exceed three hundred thousand dollars ($300,000) in each 
fiscal year is hereby set aside from the revenues collected in said islands for this pur- 
pose. The expenses shall be paid therefrom upon the certificate of a detailed quaran- 
tine officer, and upon the approval of the chief quarantine officer for the Philippine 
Islands. 

The chief quarantine officer shall render a report on the last day of each month to 
the Supervising Surgeon-General of the Marine-Hospital Service, who will issue to him 
necessary instructions. 

The Epidemic Fund will be reimbursed from the revenues of the islands for the cost 
of disinfecting appliances and materials ordered to be forwarded to the islands prior to 
the date of this order. 

William McKinlby. 

This order to be duly proclaimed and enforced at ports in the Philip- 
pine Islands. 

Elihu Boot, 

Secretary of War. 

CEREBROSPINAL MENINGITIS. 
[Extract from Modern Medical Science, December, 1899.] 

The mortality records show that we have been having in this country 
a mild but extensive epidemic of cerebro-spinal meningitis during the 
last year and a half or two years. This is the fourth irregularly wave- 
like outbreak in the United States within the present century. It is 
believed by many that the crowding together of soldiers under 
unhygienic conditions aggravated the epidemic, which has not been 
marked in other countries. As far as can be learned, the epidemic 
started in Alaska and slowly traveled east and south. 

Mortality records compared by the Columbus Medical Journal show 
a rate in that city of 66 per cent ; in Boston, 68} and 59 ; in St. Louis, 
nearly 80 ; in Chicago, 65 per cent. Thus it is seen to be, as stated by 
Dr. William Osier, the most fatal of the acute diseases. As stated by 
Dr. Osier, no fever attacks so few individuals in a community during 
its periods of prevalence, and probably no other known fever kills so 
large a proportion of those attacked. 

The diplococcus intracellularis meningitidis, discovered and named 
by Weichselbaum in 1887, is now very generally regarded as the specific 
cause of the disease. It is sometimes called for convenience meningo- 
coccus. This is undoubtedly the specific germ of cerebro-spinal fever, 
though there are many cases of leptomeningitis which are diagnosti- 
cated in ordinary practice as cerebro-spinal meningitis, which are due 
to other pathogenic germs. Of 20 cases recently analyzed from the 
pathologic department of Johns Hopkins Hospital, 6 were true cerebro- 



